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SUPPLEMENT TO
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1. Thers is an Incrsasirgly severe shortage of military supplies of all kinds
in Ghina. Feom March through May 1952 one Tientsin company received
requests from the Northeast snd North Ching Military Aréas for over US$HLO
million of such suppliass as steel platés, saw blades, films, drugs, automo-

hlilﬁ purts and communicstion equipment, The company asked all governmert
; ng agencies both on the muinland and abroad to pufchase thesa items,

smeded In obbaining only one-tenth of the material, Additional

3 are $till beilng reseived,

noe gorernment trading agencies have been unable to meet the demands, the
Mintstey of Trade has proposed that penslties imposed doring the five-antits
gn orn merchants engaged in pure hasing military supplies be reduceéd
{ izt bhe merchants be encouraged to seb new resords of achicvément.

@ suggestion has led to the hope that mérchants will be permitied to
regune trade soon with Hong Kong ard Macac. -
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